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Conjugium vocat, boc pratexit nomine Culpam. 


VIRG. 


T is with the utmoft concern I have heard 
myfelf within this week paft accufed at 
@ feveral tea-tables of not being a man of my 
word, The female part of my readers ex- 
claim againft me for not having as yet paid 
my particular addreffes to the Fair. ‘ Who is this Mr, 
“ Town? fays one: where can the Creature live? He 
“ has faid nothing yet of the dear Burletta girl!’ Another 
wonders that I have not recommended to the ladies Mr. 
Hoyte’s New Calculation of Chances; for underftanding 
which, nothing more is required, we are told, than the 
Firft Principles of Arithmetic; i.e. to know how to tell 
the pips, or fet up one’s game. But I find the whole 
fex in general have expected from me fome fhrewd remarks 
upon the Marriacr-Bitt, To oblige them in fome 


H meafure, 
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meafure, I fhall recommend to their notice the follow- 
ing Advertifement. 


To Ali whom it may concern, 


The Reverend Mr. K EI T H, 
he has had the honour to perform to feveral of our Nobility, Gentry and Others) 
Gives this Public NO TICB, 
HAT he fhall continue at his Chapel in May-Fair no longer than 
the prefent month. He will then fet out on his progrefs through the 
principal Markee Towns, where he will exhibit publicly, without lof of 
time, any hour of the day or night. He will perform to no lefs than two 


perfons, and .will wait en any Gentleman and Lady privately at their 
own houfes. 


N.B. After the 25th of March he wilt be ready to attend Perfons of 
Quality, at a Minute’s warning, to the other fide the Tweed, where he 
wit! perform according to Act of Parliament. 


* .* We have no connexion with the Fleet-Parfons, or othes Pretenders. 
Beware of Counterfeits. Lgo fum folus. 


I may perhaps take a future opportunity of enlarging 
on this very important fubject, the Marriace-Bit; but 
fhall at prefent oblige the ladies by celebrating an Order of 
Females lately fprung up amongft us, ufually diftingnifh’d 
by the denomination of DemM1-Reps ;—a word not to be 
found in any of our Dictionaries, 


Tuis Order, which feems daily encreafing upon. us, was 
firft inftituted by fome ladies eminent for their public fpirit, 
with a view of raifing their half of the fpecies to a level 
with the other in the unbounded licence of their enjoy- 
ments. _ By this artifice the moft open violation of modefty 
takes the name of innocent freedom and gaiety; and as 
long as the laft failing remains a fecret, the lady’s honour 
is fpotlefs and untainted. In a word, a Demi-Rep is a 
lady whom every body thinks what no body chufes to 


call her. 
Ir 
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Ir is abfolutely neceffary that every lady of this Order 
fhould be married. Cuftom has given a certain charm to 
wedlock, which changes the colour of our actions, and 
renders that behaviour not improper, which in a ftate of 
celibacy would be accounted indecent and fcandalous. As 
to the Promifes made in marriage “ to love, honour aud 


, 


** obey,”’ cuftom has made Them alfo merely ceremonial, 
and in fact as little binding as the wedding-rin 


may be put on or pulled off at pleafure. 


g, which 


Reicrous and political writers have both for different 
reafons endeavoured to encourage frequent marriages: but 
this Order, if it maintains it’s ground, will more certainly 
promote them. How inviting nmft fuch a ftate appear to 
a woman of fpirit! An Engli/fb wife with all the indifcre- 
tions of a girl may affume more than the privileges of a 
woman, may trifle publicly with the beaux and {marts, 
introduce them to her toilette, and fix it as a certain rule 
in all her converfation and behaviour, that when once mar- 
riage has (in Lucy’s phrafe) ‘“ made an honeft woman of 
‘“* her,”’ he is intitled to all the licence of a courtezan. 


I nave lately feen, with a good deal of compaffion, a 
few forward maiden ladies invefting themfelves with the 
dignities, and incroaching on the privileges of this Order. 
It may not be improper to caution them to recede in time. As 
their claim to thefe liberties is unwarranted by cuftom, they 
will not retain that ambiguous reputation enjoyed by the 
Demi-Reps, whofe whole fyftem of conduct is founded 
on the bafis of matrimony. Every lady therefore, inclined 
to indulge herfelf in all thofe little innocent freedoms, fhould 
confine herfelf within the pale of matrimony, to elude 
cenfure, as infolvent debtors avoid a jail, by lodging within 
the verge of the court. 

A Demi 
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A Demi-Rep then mutft neceflarily be married : nor is 
it eafy for a lady to maintain fo critical a character unlefs fhe 
is a woman of fafhion. ‘Titles and eftate bear down all 
weak cenfures, and filence fcandal and detraction. That 
good-breeding too, fo inviolably preferved among _perfons 
of condition, is of infinite fervice. ‘This produces that de- 
lightful infipidity fo remarkable in perfons of quality, whofe 
converfation flows with one even tenor, undifturb’d by fen- 
timent, and unruffled by paffion: infomuch that hufbands and 
wives, brothers, fifters, coufins, and in fhort the whole circle 
of kindred and acquaintance, can entertain the moft thorough 
contempt and even hatred for each other, without tranf- 
grefling the minuteft article of good-breeding and civility. 
But thofe females who want the advantages of birth and 
fortune, muft be content to wrap themfelves up in their in- 
tegrity ; for the lower fort are fo notorioufly deficient in the 
requifites of politenefs, that they would not fail to throw 
out the moft cruel and bitter invectives againft the pretty 
delinquents. 


Tur Great World will, I doubt not, return me thanks 
for thus keeping the canazile at a diftance, and fecuring to 
them a quiet poffeffion of their enjoyments, And here I 
cannot but obferve how refpectable an Order the Dem1- 
Reps compofe, of which the lovely fifterhood muft all be 
married, and almoft all Right Honourable. 


For this Order, among many other embellifhments of 
modern life, we are indebted to the French: fuch flippant 
gaiety is more agreeable to the genius of that nation. There 
is a native bafhfulnefs inherent in my countrywomen, which 
it is not eafy to furmount: but our modern fine ladies, who 
take as much pains to polifh their minds, as to adorn 
their perfons, have got over this obftacle with incredible fa- 

cility. 
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--cility.. They. have fo tkillfully grafted the French genius for 
intrigue upon Briti/b beauty and liberty, that their conduct 
appears perfectly original. Though we muft do the French 
the juftice to allow, that when-a lady of this airy difpofi- 
tion vifits Paris, fhe returns moft ‘wonderfully improved. 

“Upon the whole, ‘France appears the propereft {chool to in- 
ftruct the ladies in the theory of their conduct, but England, 
and ‘more efpecially London, ‘the moft commodious place to 
put it in practice. In this town, indeed, a lady ftudious of 
improvement may, ina very fhort time, make a confider- 
able proficiency by frequenting ‘the feveral academies kept 
conftantly open for her profit and inftruétion, The Card- 
‘tables and Mafquerades in particular have trained up fome 
ladies to a furprizing eminence without the ‘leaft affiftance 
from a foréign education. 


Ir is obferved, that the.difference between the feveral 
{pecies in the fcale of beings is but juft fufficient to preferve 
their diftinction ; the higheft of one Order approaching fo 
near to the loweft.of the other, ‘that the gradation is hard 
to be determined,; as:the colours of the rainbow, thro’ an 
infinite variety of fhades, die.away into each other imper- 
ceptibly. The Demi-Reps hold this intermediate | ftation 
in the-characters of females between the modeft womenand 
the women of pleafure; to both which they:are m fome 
meafure conneGed, .as they :ftand upon the utmeft vergeof 
reputation, and totter on the brink of infamy. ik were 
therefore to be wifhed, that the Ladies wore fome4fymbel 
of their Order, or were diftinguifhed by fome peculiar mode 
of drefs. The Romans affigned different habits to perfons of 
different ages and ftations; and I hope, that when the 
buftle of the enfuing Election is over, the new Parliament 
will take this matter into confideration, and oblige the fe- 
I 


veral 
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veral claffes of females to diftinguifh themfelves by fome 
external marks and badges of their principles. 


’Tirt fome Act of this nature fhall take place, I thall 
propofe a method, by which every lady may exactly learn 
in what clafs fhe may be reckoned. The world muft know 
then, that my very good friend Mr. AyscouGu has at 
length, with infinite pains and ftudy, conftructed a Ther- 
mometer, upon which he has delineated, after the manner 
that the degrees of heat and cold are marked “on the com- 
mon fort, the whole fcale of female charaGers, from the 
moft inviolable modefty to the moft abandoned impudence. 
It is of a commodious fize to wear at a watch: the liquor 
within the tube is a chymical mixture, which being acted 
on by the circulation of the blood and animal fpirits, will 
rife and fall according to the defires and affections of the 
wearer. He will very fhortly publifh a large affortment of 
them, to be fold at his fhop on Ludgate-Hill: and I flatter 
myfelf there are many women in England, who will be 
glad to purchafe fuch an effectual regulator of their paffions. 
Every lady therefore may avail herfelf of the inftructions of 
this pocket-monitor; a monitor who will give her the moft 
profitable leffons without the ufual impertinence of advice. 
It will be of equal efficacy if worn by the men: but I ex- 
pect my friend will have but little of their cuftom ; for as 
the reputation of chaftity is the utmoft aim of a fine lady, 


to preferve even that in a fine gentleman is accounted mean 
and unmanly. 
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